"hidden" lives and "unacknowledged impulses and the 'hidden truth' of repressed sentiments" (311). Certainly, early reviews of the text as well as Anderson's own statements on it reflect this view. A reviewer for the Chicago Tribune in 1919 understood the stories as imagining a town "where emotion was all the more intense for being defeated and repressed at every turn" (Rascoe 161). In 1923, Anderson himself wrote to a Russian translator of his work: "With the publication of Winesburg I felt I had really begun to write out of the repressed, muddled life about me" (Anderson, Letters 93). For Anderson as well as for many of his critics, this repression is a quality of the modern world Anderson inhabited, a world where-in Thomas Yingling's view-"sexual repression" threatens "the mature life of men"; as a result, Winesburg, Ohio "presents frustrated desire as ubiquitous, the product of an inevitable and universal repression" (100). In response, Anderson's project is imagined, quite logically, as one of exposure, combatting repression in the modern age by narrating the hidden desires of his characters, or, as Aaron Ritzenberg has recently put it, "The text adheres to the modernist belief that the mind must look beyond surfaces to find the truth....a buried revelation" (501).
Critics of Winesburg, Ohio disagree, however, on the purposes and results of Anderson's "revelation" of the "repressed" desires of the "male mind." Some critics have understood Anderson's treatment of masculinity and male desires in the text as a conservative reinforcement of gender roles. Clare Colquitt sees the text moving towards a conclusion in which George Willard is merely part of "the community of men who in Winesburg define, exploit, and understand women's desire for expression only in sexual terms (94 To others, Anderson's project seems liberatory, as he develops a more sensitive, evolved vision of "manhood" to oppose the traditional gender roles of his time. Indeed, when writing about the "cultural radicals" who advocated "erotic experimentation" and revision of traditional gender
